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Let this selection of activit ies inspire you with different ways you can use the cards 
contained within this pack.  

ACT I V I T Y  GU I D
E

Three Word Cards & 
Story Starters

Talk Cards

1.	 Story Starters: 

Divide the class into small groups. Give each group a Story 
Starter card. Moving clockwise, each pupil adds a sentence 
onto the previous sentence until they have made a short story.

2.	 Three Word Cards: 

Divide the class into small groups. Give each group a Three 
Word card and they must create a story based on these three 
words. 

Vary these activit ies by giving each group 
the same card and comparing the different 
directions each group story takes.

1.	 Mile a minute: 

Pupils select a talk card and they must talk about their word 
for one minute.

2.	 Word associations: 

Each pupil selects a talk card 
and walks around the room 
until they find another pupil 
(or pupils) whose talk card 
could be linked to theirs. Try 
and encourage pupils to think 
of at least two things that 
would associate the cards. 
E.g. weather, holiday: are 
linked as we like good weather on holidays, and we can play 
outside on holidays with good weather.

All act ivit ies have 
been taken from the 
Language for Living 
Teacher’s Guide, written 
by Julieanne Devlin.

Downloadable Activity Sheets - Codes: 7-9 yrs (LI10537), 9-11 yrs (LI10540)

Card packs available for 
7-9 yrs and 9-11 yrs.
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Tongue Twisters

Photograph Cards

Debate Cards

ACT I V I T Y  GU I D
E

 

Try learning one 
tongue twister per 

week as a class

Agree

Disagree
Don’t know

Maybe

Repeating and practising tongue twisters strengthens speech skills 
and are a great exercise of enunciation and articulation. Learning 
them by heart helps to enrich vocabulary.

1.	 Create your own alliteration tongue twisters: 

Draw columns for adjectives, nouns, verbs and other parts of speech. 
Get children to list words in each column beginning with their initial. 
They then choose words from each column to construct their own 
tongue twister, e.g. Snarling Sam sang strongly.

2.	 Explore the words: 

Try covering some of 
the words in a tongue 
twister and discussing the 
possibilities that could be 
inserted instead. 

1. 	 Question time: 
Pupils choose a photograph and discuss 

using questions such as …

•	  Who is in the picture?

• 	 What is the person doing?

• 	 Where do you think the person is?

• 	 When do you think this picture was 
taken?

• 	 Why is the person doing…?

• 	 What would you say if you were talking to this person?

2. 	Before/after: 
Pupils choose a photograph and discuss what they think is happening 

and what they think happened before and after the photograph 
was taken. (Imaginations can go wild here!)

1.	 Take a stand: 

Create a line using a piece of rope. One end 
represents ‘agree’, the other end ‘disagree’ and 
the middle represents those who are unsure. Read 
aloud a debate card and the pupils must choose 
where to stand along the line. After a discussion 
about the topic, asks pupils if anyone wishes to 
change where they are stood based on what they 
have heard and if so, why.

2.	 Four corners: 

Label the four corners of your classroom as follows: 
Agree/Disagree/Maybe/Don’t know. Select a topic 
for discussion from the debate cards. Each pupil 
must walk to the corner that best represents their 
opinion. Each group has a few minutes to discuss 
the topic before presenting back to the whole 
class.

Question Word Cards
1.	 Story planning: 

Use the Question Word Cards prior to story 
writing, discussing each question in detail to plan 
stories.

2.	 Create a story: 

Give a set of Question Word Cards to a group of 
children. Each child takes a card and writes down 
a list of 10 words to answer the question, e.g. 
who?, the pupil might write down woodcutter, 
fairy, robber, scientist etc. When each child has 
written 10 words, the group choose one word 
from each list to create a short story together 
orally.

Downloadable Activity Sheets - Codes: 7-9 yrs (LI10537), 9-11 yrs (LI10540)


