
White Rose Maths Essentials-
Early Years Kit 2  EL47704
High-quality resources. The essential tools 
to support the White Rose mastery-based 
scheme of learning. 

Here are some activities 
for using the resources to 
help children learn in fun, 
hands-on practical ways.



1. Sand timers - 1 and 2 minutes

• Sand timers are a great visual representation for exploring the 
passage of time.

• Encourage children to see how many tasks they can complete before 
the sand timer runs out. 
Which activities can they do more of? Which take longer to complete?

• Sand timers could also be used as part of daily routines, such as tidy 
up time.





2. Tangrams

• Tangrams are a set of 7 shapes including 
triangles, a square and a parallelogram.

• These can be used to exploring spatial 
reasoning skills such as rotating, 
manipulating, composing and 
decomposing shapes. 

• Initially, provide templates or outlines of 
different pictures for children to build on 
top of. Children can then progress on to 
copying pictures and arrangements. 





3. Pattern blocks

• Pattern blocks can also be used to 
exploring spatial reasoning skills 
such as rotating, manipulating, 
composing and decomposing shapes.

• Encourage children to copy or create 
their own pictures by rotating and 
manipulating the pattern block 
shapes.







4. Building blocks

• Building blocks are a great addition to the construction or 
small world areas. 

• As well as exploring 3-D shapes and 2-D shapes within 3-
D shapes, they are particularly useful for spatial reasoning 
activities such as visualising, building and replicating 
models.
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We hope you enjoy 
using the White Rose 
Maths Essential kit. 

Concrete resources to bring 
children’s maths learning to life in 
engaging and meaningful contexts.
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